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Paper 
No. 

Nomenclature Internal 
Assessment 

Theory 
Paper 
Marks 

Total 
Marks 

Time 

Option-i Political History of India (1526-1857 
A.D.) 

20 80 100 3 Hrs. 

Option-ii Socio-Economic History of India 
(1526-1857 A.D.)  

20 80 100 3 Hrs. 

Syllabus and Courses of Reading  
 

 
Option - (i) :   Political History of India  (1526 – 1857 A.D.)                                              

Marks: 80 
Internal Assessment: 20 

  Time Allowed: 3 Hours 
    

Note :- 1. The question paper will consist of nine questions. The candidate shall attempt five 
questions in all.  The Question No. 1 will be compulsory. The Candidate shall 
attempt four more questions selecting at least one from each Unit.  The paper will 
carry 100 marks out of which 20 marks will be earmarked for internal assessment. 
Each question will, therefore, carry 16 marks. 

 2 The Compulsory Question No.1 will be multiple choice type containing eight 
questions of equal marks (i.e., 2 marks each) spread over the whole syllabus. 

 3 The Map Question will be carrying 16 marks (10 for map work and 6 for 
explanatory note). For visually disabled candidates, the part relating to the 
explanatory note will carry full marks. 
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Unit – I 
 

  Establishment of the Mughal Empire: Babur and Humayun 
  Sher Shah Suri and His Administration 
  Akbar: Expansion of Empire and Religious Policy 
  Aurangzeb: Expansion of Empire and Religious Policy 
 

Unit – II 
 
  Relations of Mughals with the Rajputs 
 Deccan Policy of the Mughals  
 Mughal Administration: Central and Provincial; Revenue System 
  Institutions: Mansabdari and Jagirdari  
 Decline of the Mughal Empire 
 
 

Unit- III 
 

  Rivalry between the French and the British in India: Battles of Karnataka 
  Founding of the British Empire: Battles of Plessey, Buxer and Mysore 

Consolidation of the British Empire: Subsidiary Alliance System and Doctrine of Lapse; 
Annexation of Punjab and Awadh 

  Uprising of 1857: Causes and Consequences  
 

Unit – IV 
 Maps (India): 
  Political Conditions of India in 1526 
  Mughal Empire at the Death of Akbar (1605) 
  Mughal Empire at the Death of Aurangzeb (1707) 
  Expansion of British Empire upto 1856 
 Major Centres of the Uprising of 1857 
  
Suggested Readings: 
 
Basham, A.L.  The Wonder That Was India, Vol. II 
Bayly, C. A.  Indian Society and Making of the British Empire: The New 

Cambridge History of India, Vol. II 
Gordon, Stewart The Marathas 1600-1818 : The New Cambridge History of 

India, Vol. V 
Habib, Irfan Medieval India, 4 Vols. 
Hasan, Ibn Central Structure of the Mughal India 
Kulkarni, A. R. Medieval Maharastra 
Kulke, H and D. Rothemund History of India  
Majumdar, Datta and  
Raychowdhary (eds.) 

Advanced History of India 

Pandey, A. B. Later Medieval India 
Richards, John F. Mughal Empire: New Cambridge History of India, Vol. V 
Satish Chandra Medieval India: From the Sultanate to the Mughals 
Satish Chandra Madhyakalin Bharat (Hindi) 
Satish Chandra Mughal Religious Policies 


